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DEDICATION

This book is dedicated to the more than 2,946 direct descendants or 4,430 descendants
including spouses of Martha Ann Smith Harris. Martha Ann possessed a great love for babies,
as evidenced in the above photowhere she has a baby on each knee. She cared for three gen-
erations of babies. (Statistics as of 13 June 2002)

Scene is Provo Sixth Ward, location of the first family reunion of her descendants held 15
May 1917. At that time, she had approximately300 descendants.

This book is written as a tribute to a wonderful matriarch, and has "Something for
Everyone" of the descendents of Martha Ann Smith Harris.
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Chapter One

MARTHA ANN'S PATERNAL HERITAGE

Manha Ann Smith

(ii.\ artha Ann Smith was born to Hyrum
'11land Mary Fielding Smith on 14 May
1841 in Nauvoo, Hancock, Illinois.

Pilgrims and Puritans
from Lucy Mack Smith's Line

Martha Ann's heritage included five
Mayflowerpassengers. One such ancestor,
John Howland, was sweptoverboard during
a storm and plunged several fathoms deep
into the billowing ocean. He caught hold of
ropes trailing in the water and was hauled to
safety by the crew. Elizabeth Tilley, one of
the few survivors of that flrst dreadful winter
in the Plymouthsettlement, became his wife
in the "New World." [See AppendixA at back
of this book for a pictorial description and
history of the Mayflower].

Lucy Mack Smith
Grandmother of Martha Ann, descended from five

Mayflower passengers.
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Mayflower
In 1620 the Mayflower landed at what became
known as Plymouth. Massachusetts, the first
permanent colony in America settled by families.
Theirs was a storm-tossed 65-day voyage.

(Courtesy Compton's Encyclopedia,painting by
Paul Strayer.)

The compellingmotive for the coming of
these Plymouth settlers who arrived on the
Mayflower was to gain for themselves reli-
gious freedom, not to establish a place of
religiousliberty. This liberty as we now enjoy
it was the result rather than the intention of
their coming. (Jones 1)

Historian John Fiske writes that the
Plymouth settlers were "

... drawn from the
sturdiest part of English stock.... In all his-
tory there has been no other instance of col-
onization so exclusivelyeffected by picked
and chosen men." In his election sermon of
1668, William Stoughtonsaid, "God sifted a
whole nation that he might send choice
grain over into the wilderness." Edward
Johnson in 1654 wrote, "The Lord Christ
intends to achieve greater matter by this lit-
tle handful than the world is aware of."
(Anderson 463)

Gordon B. Hinckley, a descendant of a
Mayflowerpassenger, wrote:

The hand of the Almightywas manifest

on this continent even before the United
States of America came into being. I have
walked aboard the re-creation of the
Mayflower, that tiny craft in which a hun-
dred men. women. and children crossed
the Atlantic in search of freedom to wor-

ship God according to the dictates of their
conscience. Before even disembarking from
the Mayflower and stepping ashore after
their long and grueling voyage, our Pilgrim
Fathers drafted and signed the Compact
that became the instrument of their gover-
nance, the first such document drafted on
this continent. It began with these words:
"In the name of God, amen." It went on to

say that the signers "by these presents
solemnly and mutually in the presence of
God, and one another, covenant and com-
bine ourselves together into a civil body
politic ... and by virtue hereto do enact ...

such just and equal laws ... as shall be
thought most meet and convenient for the
general good of the colony." This was the
first charter of civil liberty drawn in
America, the first of a succession of instru-
ments that became the foundation of the
miracle that is America. (Hinckley xiv-xv)

Samuel Fuller, Martha Ann's ninth-
great-grandfather, was a lad of five when he
journeyedon the Mayflowerwith his parents
Edward and Ann* Fuller, who both died the
first year in Plymouth, Massachusetts.
Orphaned Samuel was raised by his uncle,
Dr. Samuel Fuller, physician to the Pilgrims
both on the Mayflower and in Plymouth,
Massachusetts, where they landed. (Stratton
294-5) Young Samuel grew to manhood and
married Jane Lathrop, daughter Reverend
John Lathrop. Captain Miles Standish per-
formed the ceremony. (Holt 215)

John Lathrop was exiled to America in
1634 because of his religious views. He
believed that an individual should worship
according to the dictates of his/her own con-
science. This was a novel idea indeed in
England in the 1600's. It seems that when
the Catholics were in power, the Protestants
had to fear for their lives; when the Protestants
controlled England, the Catholics were in grave

*Given name of Edward's wife is 1mverll1Frl
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danger. Reverend Lathropwas implisoned for
his religious views. He was "thrown in the
Clink.·· a formidable plison in Southwark,
from where is delived the above expression.

John Lathroppaved the way for the future
restoration of Chiist" s true church centulies
later by Joseph Smith Jr .. uncle of Martha
Ann Smith. Hyn1m Smith, Martha Ann's
father, supported his brother Joseph in this
endeavor and was a patliarch of the restored
church, which was eventually named the
Church of Jesus Chiist of Latter-daySaints.

Thrown in the Clink!
The clink, now in rnins, is on the right. On the left
are the remains of Winchester Palace. Southwark.

(All photos on this page are courtesy qf the Institute of
Family Research.)

Reverend John Lathrop kept a journa
containingvital records of his congregatiom
both at Scituate and Barnstable, Mass-
achusetts. Among other items were recorded
"Days of Humiliation," wherein Lathrop and
his flock beseeched the Lord for desired bless-
ings of unity, protection from Indians, remis-
sion of sins, strength in keeping covenants,
success with their crops. and for "Olde
England." Prayers answered brought "Days of
Thanksgiving."One entry, in the spellingof
the day, reads: "June 14, 1652 which should

Church at Lowthorpe Parish
The Lowthorpe Parish is located in East Riding of
Yorkshire, 180 miles north of London. The church was
built in the 1300s.
(There arc 12 spelling variations of the Lathrop name.)

Below: While traveling across the Atlantic. John Lathrop fell asleep while
reading and with hot candle wax burned his 1606 Bible-the only one on
board. He pasted paper over the holes and printed the missing scriptures from
memory. Right: John Lathrop was the first pastor of the first church in
Scituate. Massachusetts in 1635.
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A letter written in 1853 from Orson Pratt to his brother Parley now in possession of

the Archives, Historical Department, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. Salt Lake

City, UT 84150.
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have beene a day of humiliation for want of
Raine, but the lord giving us in mercy on the
day before raine, itt was turned into a day of
Thanksgiving(Apocalypse 1 7)." Remembering
to give thanks for blessings received is a won-

derful trait.
George W. Bush, Harold B. Lee, Wilford

Woodruff, Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
Ulysses S. Grant, Eli Whitney. Douglas
McArthur, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, J.P.
Morgan, Joseph Smith, and Parley P. Pratt
are but a few of the many famous and influ-
ential people who trace their ancestry back
to John Lathrop. See the "AppendixA" for a

more complete listing. An article entitled
"Puritan's Progeny Makes Him the Grand
Central Station of Genealogy," appearingin
the Deseret News, revealed that approxi-
mately one-fourth of the early Saints in
Nauvoo descended from John Lathrop. One-
half of the original Quorum of Twelve had
John Lathrop as their ancestor. (Deseret
News, 16 September 1988)

A letter written in 1853 to Parley P. Pratt
refers to John Lathrop:

I have published the history and
genealogy of Joseph Smith as written
before his death; this includes six or seven

generations of his ancestry. You will recol-
lect that Joseph had a vision and saw that
o r f; t ers and his all sorane: from the

same man [John Lathrop] a fev,r genera-
tions ago. I should be pleased to trace both
genealogies back to their junction, if it is

possible.
Please write often and forgive my negli-

gence.
from your younger brother,

Orson Pratt.

Wise Solomon

On the early American scene Martha Ann
Smith's forefathers were among those who
made a distinctive contribution to the
growth and development of the United
States. Her great grandfather Solomon
Mack enlisted during the French and Indian
War ( 1 754-1 759) and was active m the cam-

paigns centering in the areas of Lake
Champlainand Lake George.
During that conflict, while
searching for lost oxen,
Solomon and another
man encountered four
hostile Indians on the
forest path immedi-
ately ahead of
them. The Indians
were armed with
tomahawks, guns,
and knives, while
Solomon had only a
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staff. Recognizing their extreme danger,
Solomon used "stratagem" to deceive the
Indians. Signaling to his companion, walk-
ing some 100 yards behind him, Solomon
charged at the Indians exclaiming: "Rush
on! Rush on! Brave boys, we'll have the dev-
ils! We'll have the devils!"

Concerningthis incident, Solomon Mack
recorded:

I had no other weapon. only a staff. But
I ran towards them. and the other man
appearing in sight gave them a terrible
fright. and I saw them no more, But I am
bound to say the grass did not grow under
my feet. (Anderson 7 -8)

The Smith's New England Heritage
Twenty miles north of Boston,

Massachusetts is the small township of
Topsfield. Here lived five generations of
Smiths. beginning with Robert Smith,
Hyrum Smith's third-great grandfather. He
immigrated to Boston from Topsfield.
Englandin 1638 as a teenager. Robert mar-
ried Mary French. and had 1 O children.
When he died in 1693 his estate was valued
at 189 pounds, a comparatively large sum
for that era. His son Samuel Smith. born
1666, was listed in the records as a "gentle-
man," and apparently held a public office.
Samuel Smith Jr. was a patriot of the

American Revolution. His son Asael
Smith felt that the

teachings of estab-
lished churches

were not compat-
ible with scrip-
ture and with
common sense.
He was more
comfortable with

a god who was
more interested in

saving than in
destroying mankind.

He believed in life after
death. Asael predicted,

"God is going to raise up some
branch of his family to be a great
benefit to mankind." (HC 2:443)

Vernon Murdock

Smith Home in Topsfield, Massachusetts
Five generations of the Smith family lived in Topsfield:
Robert Smith. Samuel Smith I. Samuel Smith II. Asael
Smith, and Joseph Smith Sr.
Joseph Smith Sr. was born in this house on 12 July
l 771. The home was torn down in 1875.

·

Many years later. Joseph Smith Sr ..

Asael's son, gave his father a recently pub-
lished Book of
Mormon. Asael was

vitally interested in
this book his grand-
son had translated.
George A. Smith
wrote, "My grandfa-
ther Asael fully
believed the Book of
Mormon. which he read nearly through."
(GA Smith quoted in Anderson 112-3)

Asael died in the fall of 1830, confident
that his grandsonJoseph Smith Jr. was the
long-awaitedprophet to herald in a new reli-
gious age. (CES, Church History in the
Fulness qf Times 16- 1 7)

Like Lehi of old [see 1 Nephi 8], Joseph
Smith Sr. had a vision of the Tree of Life.
This occurred in the year 1811 and is as fol-
lows:

I thought I was traveling in an open,
desolate field. which appeared to be very
barren. As I was thus traveling. the
thought suddenly eame into my mind that
I had better stop and reflect upon what I

was doing, before I went any further. So I

asked myself, "What motive can I have in
traveling here, and what place can this
beT My guide, who was by my side. as
ht>fnrt>. sr.1id. 'This is the desolate world:
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Tree of Life
Like Lehi of old, Joseph Smith Sr. had a vision of the tree
of life. (Artist, Jerry Thompson.)

but travel on." The road was so broad and
barren, that I wondered why I should trav-
el in it; for, said I to myself, "Broad is the
road, and wide is the gate that leads to
death, and many there be that walk there-
in; but narrow is the way, and strait is the
gate that leads to everlasting life, and few
there be that go in thereat." Traveling a
short distance further, I came to a narrow

path. This path I entered, and, when I had
traveled a little way in it, I beheld a beauti-
ful stream of water, which ran from the
east to the west. Of this stream, I could see
neither the source nor yet the mouth; but
as far as my eyes could extend I could see
a rope, nmning along the bank of it, about
as high as a man could reach, and beyond
me, was a low, but very pleasant valley, in
which stood a tree, such as I had never
seen before. It was exceedingly handsome,
insomuch that I looked upon it with won-
der and admiration. Its beautiful branches
spread themselves somewhat like an
umbrella and it bore a kind of fruit, in
shape much like a chestnut bur, and as
white as snow. or. if oossible. whiter. I

gazed upon the same with considerable
interest, and as I was doing so, the burs or

shells commenced opening and shedding
their particles, or fmit which 1hey con-

tained, which was of dazzling whiteness. I

drew near, and began to eat of it, and I

found it delicious beyond description. As I

was eating, I said in my heart, "I cannot eat
this alone, I must bring my wife and chil-
dren, that they may partake with me."
Accordingly, I went and brought my family,
which consisted of a wife and seven chil-
dren, and we all commenced eating, and
praising God for this blessing. We were

exceedingly happy, insomuch that our joy
could not easily be expressed. While thus
engaged, I beheld a spacious building
standing opposite the valley which we were

in, and it appeared to reach to the very
heavens. It was full of doors and windows,
and they were filled with people, who were

very finely dressed. When these people
observed us in the low valley, under the
tree, they pointed the finger of scorn at us,
and treated us with all manner of disre-
spect and contempt. But their e ontumely
we utterly disregarded. I presently turned
to my guide and inquired of him the mean-

ing of the fruit that was so delicious. He
told me it was the pure love of God, shed
abroad in the hearts of all those who love
him, and keep his commandments. He
then commanded me to go and bring the
rest of my children. I told him we were all
there. "No," he replied, "look yonder, you
have two more, and you must b1ing them
also." Upon raising my eyes, I saw two
small children, standing some distance off.
I immediately went to them, and brought
them to the tree; upon which they com-

menced eating with the rest, and we all
rejoiced together. The more we ate, the
more we seemed to desire, until we even

got down upon our knees, and scooped it

up, eating it by double handfuls. After
feasting in this manner a short time, I

asked my guide what was the meaning of
the spacious building which I saw. He

replied, "It is Babylon, it is Babylon, and it
must fall. The people in the doors and wid-
ows are the inhabitants thereof, who scorn
and despise the Saints of God, because of
their humility." I soon awoke, clapping my
hands together for joy. (LM Smith 57-8)



Chapter One-Mart.ha Ann's Paternal Heritage 7

Early American Patriots

Martha Ann's great grandfathers,
Solomon Mack and Asael Smith, both served
their country well during the Revolutionary
War (1775-1783). Solomon enlisted in the
army and shipped on board the Beaver, a
114-ton sailing vessel. This ship was
attacked by five British ships and driven
ashore at Horseneck, Connecticut. After
repairs, the Beaver again set sail, but was
attacked once more by several vessels. The
Americans made shore and were able to
repulseattacking forces with mounted guns
on the stern of the ship.

Solomon records: "One of the row galleys
went round the point of land to hem us
in ... but with our small arms we killed 40 of
the enemy." (Porter et al. Vol. l: 11)

Asael Smith enrolled in a regiment to
defend New York's northern frontier. Asael
expressed his great loyalty to country and
constitution in an address to his family:

Bless God that you live in a land of lib-
erty, and bear yourselves dutifully and
conscionable towards the authority under
which you live. See God's providence in the
appointment of the Federal Constitution,
and hold union and order as a precious
jewel. (Anderson 92)

Solomon Mack and Asael Smith. Martha Ann's grand-
fathers, both served in the Revolutiona¡y War.

LucyMack and Joseph Smith Sr.
(Artist, Vernon Murdock)

A Marriage "Made in Heaven"

According to Brigham Young, the mar-

riage of Joseph Smith Sr. and Lucy Mack,
grandparentsof Martha Ann Smith, was a

marriage "made in heaven:"
It was decreed in the counsels of eter-

nity, long before the foundations of the
earth were laid, that he (Joseph Smith Jr.)
should be the man, in the last dispensation
of this world, to bring forth the word of God
to the people, and receive the fullness of
the keys and power of the Priesthood of the
Son of God. The Lord had his eyes upon
him, and upon his father, and upon his
father's father, and upon their progenitors
clear back to Abraham, and from Abraham
to the flood, and from the flood to Enoch
and from Enoch to Adam. He has watched
that family and that blood as it has circu-
lated from its fountain to the birth of that
man. He was foreordained in eternity to
preside over this last dispensation...

(B Young 289-290)

Lucy Mack Smith's brother, Stephen
Mack, presentedher with a wedding dowry
of $1000.00. Lucy and Joseph established
their first home in Tunbridge, Vermont,
where their first two children Alvin and
Hyrum (Martha Ann's father) were born.



Martha Ann - Daughter qf Hyrum and Mary Fielding Smith

Children's List

Joseph Smith Sr. and Lucy Mack had
?leven children:

Firstborn Son Smith, 1797-1797
Alvin Smith. 11 February 1798

HynnnSmith, 9 February 1800

Sophronia Smith, 16 May 1803

Joseph Smith J&, 23 December 1805

Samuel Harrison Smith, 13 March 1808

Ephraim Smith, 13 March 1810, died 24
March 1810
WiDiam Smith, 13 March 1811

catherlne Smith. 28 July 1813

Don Carlos Smith, 25 March 1816
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Joseph and Lucy Mack Smith Memorial
Located in the Memorial Gardens in Nauvoo. lllinois.
diagonally across from the Nauvoo Temple. The
memorial was dedicated August 1999.

(Sculptor is Jay Dee Bawden.
Photo by Ruth B. Harris.)

Lucy Smith. 18July 1821

The China Disaster

In 1801 the small family moved to

Randolph,Orange Country, Vermont and set

up a mercantile business. Hyntm's father

Joseph, found that the crystallization and
sale of ginseng root held every prospect of

providinggreat financial dividends. Ginseng
is an herb whose roots have a high market
value in China where it was has been used
from time immemorial as a purported cure

for most diseases and infirmities
Lucy Mack Smith wrote:

He [Joseph Smith Sr.] therefore con-

cluded to embark in a traffic of tris article,
and consequently made an inve;;tment of
all the means which he commanded, in
that way and manner which was necessary
to carry on a business of this kind. name-

ly, crystallizing and exporting the root.
When he had obtained a quanttty of the
same, a merchant by the name c,f Stevens
of Royalton offered him $3000.00 for what
he had; but my husband refused his offer,
as it was only about two-thirds ,)fits real
value, and told the gentleman that he
would rather venture shipping i e himself.
(LM Smith 37)

Joseph Smith Sr. went to Ne,v York City
and loaded his valuable cargo of ginseng
root on a ship. However, Mr. Stevens fol-
lowed Joseph where he put his own ginseng
shipmentand also his son on the same ves-

sel. In China, young Stevens sold his father's
ginseng and that of Joseph Smith. He
received an excellent price for both. Upon
his return, young Stevens lied to Joseph
saying that the sale had been a perfect fail-
ure and the only item he had procured for
Mr. Smith from China was a small chest ol
tea.

StephenMack called on young Stevens
and found him drunk. Under the influence
of liquor, the truth was discovered when
Stevens showed Mr. Mack a trunk filled with
a copious amount of silver and gold, "There,
sir, are the proceeds of Mr. Smith s ginseng!'
boasted young Stevens. Step hen Macli
r vP? P t is c1'srov? o ,Jose ¡ S 'th Sr
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Smith Family Counsel
Led by Joesph Sr. and Lucy. the Smith family counseled together and conducted family business.

(Courtesy qf Ensign. Arti.vork by Paul Mann.)

who immediatelywent in search of Stevens.
In the meantime, the young crook had recov-

ered his senses and fled to Canada with the
loot. Joseph was unable to apprehendhim.

Joseph and Lucy Smith had invested
heavily in the China ginseng venture. He

owed $1800.00 to Boston merchants. To
satisfy this debt, Lucy's $1000.00 dowry was

sacrificed as well as Joseph's interest in the
Tunbridgefarm, which sold for $800.00. The
Smiths paid their debts, but were now pen-
niless. (Porter et al. 1 :6-19)

The Lost Dowry

by Vernon Murdock
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Descendancy Chart
Martha Ann Smith Harris' descendency chart from Adam down to her 6 great-grandparents.

!\DAM (mortal creation abt 4000 B.C.
died abt 3070 B.C.)
Seth (abt 3870-2978 B.C.)
B:nos (abt 3765-2860 B.C.)
Cainan (abt 3675-2765 B.C.)
Mahalaleel (abt 3605-2710 B.C.)
Jared (abt 3540-2578 B.C.)
Enoch (abt 3378-3013 B.C.)
Methuselah (abt 3313-2344 B.C.)
Larnech (abt 3126-7149 B.C.)
Noah (abt 2944-1994 B.C.)
Shern (abt 2442-1842 B.C.)
Arphaxad(abt 2342-1904 B.C.
Salah (abt 2307-1874 B.C.)
Eber {abt 2277-1814 B.C.)
Peleg (abt 2244-2004 B.C.)
Reu (abt 2213-1973 B.C.)
Serug (abt 2181-1951 B.C.)
Nahor (abt 2152-2003 B.C.)
Terah (abt 2122-1917 B.C.)
Abraham (abt 2046-1872 B.C.) rnd. Sarah
Isaac (abt 1846-1766 B.C.) md. Rebekah
Jacob or ISRAEL (abt 1886-1739 B.C.)

Judah
Zarah
Darda
Erichthonius
Tros
Ilus
Laornedon
Priam, King of Troy
Helenus
Genger
Franco
Eadron
Gelio
Basabilian
Plaserio
Plesron
Eliacor
Gaberiano
Plaserio
Antenor
Priam

Helenus
Plesron
Basabiliano
Alexandre
Priam
Getmalor
Almadion
Diluglic
Helenus
Plaserio
Diluglio
Marcornir
Priam
Helenus

Antenor, King of Cimerians, Chief Prince of
Ephraim (430 B.C.)

Marcornir I
Antenor II
Priamus Clodius II
Holenus Antenor III
Diodes Raterius
Basanus Magmus Richemer I
Clodornir Clodomir IV
Nicanor Marcornir IV Athildis
Marcornir II Clodornir V Halftlda
Clodius Farabert
Antenor III Sunno
Clodimir II Hilderic
Merodachus
Cassander
Antharius
(B.C.) Francus

Bartherus
Clodius, III
Walter
Dagobert, Duke of Eas1
Franks

King of West Frank Genebald
Dagobert
Clodius IV
Marcomir
Pharamond & Argott

Clovis, Ripuarian Frankish King Cologne
Childebert, King of Cologne
Siegebert, the lame, King of Cologne
Cloderic, King of Cologne
Munderic of Vitri-en-Pertois & Arternia of

Socerdos
MummoI ·

. Count of Soissons
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Baudgise II & Oda
St. Arnold of Metz & Dodo, the Saxon Lady
Anchius or Ansegisalor Angise & Begue or

Begga
Pepin of Heristal & Chalpaida
Charles Martel, Mayor of the Palace &

Chrotrudis
Pepin, King of Franks & Bertha
Charlemagne, King of the Franks, Roman

Emperior (74 7 -814) & Hildegard
Louis I, "the Pious", Emperiorof France

(778-840) & Judith of Bavaria (800-843)
Gisela, (820-874) & Eberhard, Count of

Friaul (died about 864)
Berengar I, Emperior of France (850-924) &

Bertilda, d. of Count of Spoletz, (d. 915)
Gisela, (880-91 O) & Adalbert, Count of Ivrea,

(d.923)
Berengar II, King ofltaly, (c900-966) & Willa,

d. of Count of Boso, (d. 966)
Susanne, (c 950-1003) & Arnulf II, (c 961

987)
Baldwin IV, (980-1035) & Otgiva,d. of Count

of Luxemburg (d. 1030)
Baldwin V, (c 1012-1067) & Adelaide, d. of

King of France, Robert II
Mathilde of Flanders (c 1061-1083) & William

I, "the Conqueror" King of England ( 1025-

1087)
Henry I, King of England, ( 1068-1135) &

Mathilde, d of Malcolm III, King of Scotland
Mathilde, (cll04- l 167) & (2) Geoffrey, Count

of Anjou, (1113-1151)
Henry II, King of England, (1133-1189} &

Eleanor of Acquitaine, (1122-1202)
Eleanor, (1162-1214) & AlphonsoVIII, King

of Castile
(2) Berengaria, (1181-1245) & AlphonsoIX,

King of Castile, (1166-1229}
Ferdinand III, King of Castile, ( 1198-1252) &

(2) Joanna
Eleanor, Princess of Castile, (cl244-1290) &

Edward I, King of England, (1239-1307)
Joan Plantagenet"of Acre", (1272-1307) &

( 1) Gilbert de Clare, Earl of Gloucester
Eleanor de Clare & Hugh de Spencer
Edward le Despencer
Margaretle Despencer & Ferrers
Lord Edward Ferrers
Lord William Ferrers
Ann Ferrers & Sir Roger Vychan, Jr.
Thomas Vaughn& Sybil Devereaux
Watkin Vaughan& Elizabeth Bakersville
Sybil Vaughan& John Scudamore
John Scudamore & Joan Payne
William Scudamore & Frances Lechmere-
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8 J• FIELDEN
C:26 Feb 1691
p: Rij)fl(lfldoo. y ,England
II: I Apr 1716

• Marawtm er o.. FIELDING ·P:Hali&x, Yorbhin;England
B:ll Apr 1738 D:
P :Orectland Elland,Y ,England P:
ll:2Mar 1756
p :Hali&x,y orbhire.Bngiand
D:l Oct 1787

P :Halifax, Yorbbire,England
2 JolPI FIELDING

B:30 Jun 17S9

p :Halifax, y orbbire.,England
M: 16 Sep 1790
P :Hettfax,Y orbblre.England
D:3 Mar 1836

P:C-olmworth.,B.F-ngl.fflld
I Ellnltr$ -,ysoN

B:2S Dec 1735
P :Hall&x,Yorbhire.Bngland
D:
P:

1 Ma-,, ft&LDING
8:21 Jul 1801

p :HonidooJ3,Bngland
M:24Dec 1837

P:Kirdand,Oeaup.Obio
D:21 Sep 1852

P:Salt Lake City,Salt Lake,Utah
I J• IBBOTSON

C:9Jan 1745
.p :OvendenJjalj&x, y ,Bngland
M:30 Dec 1765
P :Halí&x,Yorb,Eng
D:
P:

H,..._SMlm
(SpouMofno.1)

I

Ii .... IBBOTSON
B:30 Nov 1767
p: Halifax,yorbltire,Bngland
D:50ct 1828
p :HoCJ)efiJrdshir y ,England

7HullallFOSTER
C: ISJul 1739
P :of Bradtbrd, Y orb.Eng
D:1781
P:

11n.o...R1LEY_

?14May
1671

Abt 1695
9 Mary IULEV OR RYLY D.

C:28 Nov 1697
IP:Oreetland Elland,Y ,England

19 Mn. n.... RD.EV

D•
B:Abt 1673

. D:
P:

10J... DYSON
B:Abt 1703
p :Hali&x,y orbhire,England
II:
F:
D:
P:

11 Mn. .1 .... DYSON
B:Abt 1707

P:ofHali&x, Y,Bngland
D:
P:

2' .,..a IBBETSON __

B:Abt 1687

12 T IBBETSON OR IBBOTSON 11:Abt 1698

B:3 Dec 1716 D:

P:OveodenJlali.&x, Y,Bngland 21 Mn. JolPI IBBE'JJQJ
M: B:Abt 1691
P: D:
D:
P:

13 Mn. n.... IBBOTSON
B:Abt 1720

P:ofHalli&x, Yorb,Eng
D:
P:

14 J• FOSTER
B:Abt 1704
p :Tbomton,B,Y ,England
11:Abt 1735
F :,,England
D: 13 Jun 1776
P :Thomton,B,Y,England

15Martlla
B:Abt 1708
p :Thomton,B,y ,England
D:
P:

16 ..... Fl.ELDEN Jr.
1B: 16 Apr 1655

ill: 14 Aug 1685
iD:

171Efln ... HANS(,N
C: 19 Jan 1661/161$2
B:9 Jan 1723/172,J

20
B:
•
D:

21
B:
D:

22
B:
•
D:

D
B:
D:

21

!:
ro:

211
B:
D:

28
B:
•
D:

29
B:
D:

30

I!:
ro:

311
B:
D:
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MARTHA ANN'S MATERNALHERITAGE

Lil genteel English family, the Fieldingswere
(}'6ldevoutMethodists, engaged in farming in
the hamlet of Honidon [Honeydonl,
Bedfordshire, England.They belonged to the
rugged class of Nonconformists. These peo-
ple were free thinkers possessed of an inde-
pendentspirit and sacrificed approvalby the
Crown for freedom to worship according to
the dictates of their own conscience.

A letter from Sarah M. "Lillie" Wright,
daughterof Reverand James Fielding [broth-
er to Mary Fielding], dated 8 February 1915
to Pearl Vilate Burton, Ogden, Utah, sug-
gests that the Fielding family crest and coat
of arms were removed from the "linen and
plate" of the Fieldings when they became

Methodists under the preachingof a GeorgE
Whitfield. "They became Puritans and dis-
carded worldly things and became extremE
in their simpleways of living." (DC Corbett 6]

Mary Fielding was born 21 July 180 1 in
Honidon, England, to John Fielding and
Rachel Ibbotson. John's parents were
Marmaduke "Duke" Fielding and Elizabeth
Dyson. Rachel Ibbotson Fielding came from
an affluent and refined home and had
received a good education. Mary Fielding
was the sixth child in a family of ten chil-
dren. Before moving to Honidon, John
Fielding was a Methodist preacher at
Halifax. His son James was founder and
head of a CongregationalMethodist Church.
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Wesleyan Chapel in England
Reverend John Fielding (Mary's father) preached in
this building. Richard P. Harris. great-grandson of
Mary Fielding. is standing in the doorway.

(Courtesy Corbet.I Family Foundation)
Portrait of Mary

Mary Fielding was reared quite happily
on a quaint country estate belongingto her
father's well-to-do uncle who was their land-
lord. Mary received a good education, was

properly reared, and later on taught school.
Mary possessed a good mind and an able
pen, and was trained in all the homemaking
arts. A cultivated person, she was learned in
etiauette. literature. art. and music. ;mrl

Fielding Farmhouse
Located in Honidon (Honeydon), Bedfordshire.
England. Anna J. Harris, great-granddaugther-in-
law of Mary Fielding. is standing on the far left.

possessed a lovely singing voice Mary wai
also a pioneer in every sense of the word-
resolute, unflinching, tough-minded in th«
face of opposition, and tempend like firn
steel. Tinged with the aesthetic, she wai
nurtured not to the soft life, but to the hare
way.

Mary Fieldingwas to experience much o

sufferingand trial throughout he· life. A fur
ther insight into Mary's character ü

expressed in her words:
I feel more and more convinced that it is

through suffering that we are to be made
perfect, and I have already found to have
the effect of driving me nearer to the Lord
and so suffering has become a gr::at bless-
ing to me. I have sometimes of late been so
filled with the love of God, and felt such
essence of his favor as has made me rejoice
abundantlyindeed. My Heavenly Father has
been very gracious unto me both temporally
and spiritually. (DC Corbett 7, 14, 37)

Mary B. Norman, described her Aun
Mary as such:

I will give a pen picture of her. She had
a fine personality, was at that tim? tall and
rather slender. fair in complexion. and a
perfect type of English gentlewoman. (RK
Smith 92-31
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John Taylor
A collage of John Taylor's life by Vernon Murdock.

Canadian Conversion

Mary's brother Joseph Fielding and her
sister Mercy Rachel Fielding immigrated to
Toronto, Canada in 1832. Mary came two
years later. They became acquainted with
John Taylor, Methodist preacher, who later
joined the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints and eventuallybecame president
and prophetof this religion. He had gathered
a congregation of independentworshippers
who believed in revelation, the gathering of
Israel. and the gifts of the Holy Ghost.

Parley P. Pratt came as a missionary to
this group:

My first visit to the country was about
nine miles from Toronto.,.. John Taylor
accompanied me-this was before he was
baptized-we rode on horseback. We called
at Mr. Joseph Fielding's, an acquaintance
and friend of Mr. Taylor's. This man had
two sisters, young ladies [Mary and Mercy].
who seeing us coming, ran from the house
to one of the neighboring houses, lest they
should give welcome, or give countenance
to "Mormonism." Mr. Fielding stayed, and
as we entered the house he said he was
sorry we had come. he had oooosed our

holding meeting in the neighborhood; and,
so great was the prejudice that the
Methodist meeting house was closed
against us, and the minister refused. on
Sunday. to give out the appointment sent
by the farmer.

"Ah," said I, "why do they oppose
Mormonism?" "I don't know," said he, "but

Parley P. Pratt
An early missionary to Canada.
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London Temple
Many of the early Saints emigrated from England.
Charles Dickens referred to them as, 'The pick and
flower of England." Photo by Richard P. Harris, 1967.

the name has such a contemptible sound;
and, another thing, we do not want a new

revelation, or a new religion contrary to the
Bible." "Oh," said I, "if that is all, we shall
soon remove your prejudices. Come, call
home your sisters, and let's have some

supper. Did you say the appointment was
not given out?" "I said, sir, that it was not

given out in the meeting house, nor by the
minister; but the farmer by whom you sent
it agreed to have it at his house." "Come
then. send for your sisters, we will take
supper with you, and all go over to meeting
together. If you and your sisters agree to
this, I will agree to preach the old Bible
gospel, and leave out all new revelations
which are opposed to it."

The honest man consented. The young
ladies came home, got us a good supper,
and all went to meeting. The house was
crowded; I preached, and the people
wished to hear more. The meetinghouse
was open for further meetings, and in a few
days we baptized Brother Joseph Fielding
and his two amiable and intelligentsisters,
for such they proved to be in an eminent
degree. We also baptized many others in
that neighborhood, and organized a branch
of the Church, for the people there drank
in truth as water, and loved it as they loved
life. (JF Smith 121-2)

John Taylor, destined to become an

Apostle and later President of the Church,
said of Mary, "Over all the strengthand firm-
ness of her soul she drew the veil of modest
womanhood so closely that only her very
own realized how great was her gift, how
supreme were her powers." (Glade DUP files)
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Stalwart Joseph Fielding

Mary's brother Joseph Fielding pos-
sessed a splendid character as revealed in
the following:

Here [Canada) he established a farm,
and with a team of oxen, and the primitive
pioneer tools of his time, he tilled the soil
and cleared the ground, his mo sisters
keeping house for him and aiding him in
every way possible that they eould. One
day he was smoking as he followed behind
his two plodding oxen and the plow they
were pulling. Suddenly the thou¡.;ht came
to him that it was a very silly thing to
smoke in the sight of God with that pipe.
Surely this habit was not pleasing; to Him.
He knew nothing of the scientific reasons

against smoking [and the Word of Wisdom
had not yet been revealed), but he decided
at that moment not to smoke. I-l leaned
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over the plow and dropped the pipe in the
furrow, and it was covered by the brown
earth as he walked on. (Holmes)

Joseph Fielding fulfilled a mission call to
England. He hoped to convert his brothers
and sisters, but his message eventuallyhad
the effect of causing a schism in the previ-
ously close and loving Fielding family. This
was very hard to bear for Joseph, Mary, and
Mercy Fieldingwho had all hoped otherwise.
Mary was very troubled about her loved ones
in England because they rejected the mes-
sage of their brother Joseph. Joseph prayed
that the Lord would "support" Mary's mind.

Mary told Joseph in a letter about a
dream she had. She thought that some of
the Elders had been to Jerusalem and had
found the garment that Christ wore while on
earth. It had been brought by them and was
in the old Fieldinghome in Honidon, where,
she saw her brother Joseph wearing it. Mary
felt a great desire to have it in her hands and
persuaded Joseph to take it off, which he
did. As Mary examined it, she turned it
inside out and found it covered with blood.
This sight greatly affected her, and she, in
her dream, turned with emotion to her
mother and said: "O Mother, you remember
it is said they scourged his back, and here
are marks of His blood left upon His gar-
ment." Mary went on to say, "I mentioned
this dream to Brother Joseph [Smith] who
gave me this interpretation. He said it was
evidence that you bore the priesthoodof the
Son of God, and you would have to endure
his stripes." (Fielding I: 40- I)

Joseph recorded that he was ordained an
Elder at about the same time Mary had this
dream. While the dream appeared somewhat
alarming to Joseph Fielding, it greatly
strengthenedhis faith. He felt that it would
be an honor to suffer as the Savior had. (DC
Corbett I 07)

Kirtland, Ohio Move of the Fieldings
In the spring after their conversion, the

Fieldingsmoved to Kirtland, Ohio to be near
the Saints. Mercy Rachel Fielding married
Robert B. Thompsonand accompanied him

on a mission to Canada. More will be written
later about the closeness of the two Fielding
sisters Mary and Mercy.

The following description of Mary
Fieldingwas published in the Relief Society
Magazine:

She was beautiful to look upon. When
she and her equally handsome sister,
Mercy, came to Kirtland in 1837, trim
straight, dark-haired and dark-eyed, with
delicately blooming cheeks and finely
molded, graceful figures, clad in dainty
silks of modern grace, they were the
observed of all observers. Their refined and
stately ways made them a shining mark in
Kirtland society. Wherever they went they
were spoken of as those "Lovely English
Girls." (Gates 123)
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Mary Fielding Smith
A heroic,sized (seven foot high) statue of Mary Fielding
Smith is in the process of being constructed to be
placed in 'This is the Place" State Park. (Courtesy qf
Stanley J. Watts. Sculptor)



18 Martha Ann Daughter qf Hyrum and Mary Fielding Smith

II

11 I

I

I

.IIL

Mary Fielding Smith

(Courtesy Stanley J. Wat.ts. Sculotor)

The statue shows Mary Fielding Smith on her
way to the tithing office with her widow's mite.
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Mary Fielding Smith
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''She prospered because she obeyed the laws of God ....
"

"I recollect most vividlya circumstance that occurred in
the days ofmy childhood. My mother was a widow, with
a large family to provide for. One spring [between 1849
and 1852] when we opened our potato pits. she had her
boys get a load of the best potatoes and she took them to
the tithing office; potatoes were scarce that season. I was
a little boy at the time, and drove the team. When we
drove up to the steps of the tithingoffice, ready to unload
the potatoes, one of the clerks came out and said to my
mother, "Widow Smith, it's a shame that you should have
to pay tithing.' ... He chided my mother for paying her
tithing, called her anything but wise or prudent; and said
there were others who were strong and able to work that
were supported from the tithing office. My mother turned
upon him and said: '

... Would you deny me a blessing?
Jf I did not pay my tithing, I should expect the Lord to
withhold his blessings from me. I pay my tithing, not only
because it is a law of God. but because I expect a blessing
by doing it."'

Joseph F. Smith

The bronze sculpture of Mary Fieldi¦a S111itl1. by Stan Watts.
renownedUtah sculptor, represents Mary's faith in obeying the
laws of God. The .. basket of potatoes" is symbolic of the "load of
potatoes" she took to the tithing office.

-
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The First Vision
This stained glass window depieting the First Vision was donated to the Salt Lake City Seventeen Ward in

l ?07 bv Annie D. Watkins. It was made bv orofessional glass artists in Belgium.
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RESTORATION OF THE GOSPEL OF ]ESUS CHRIST

Palmyra, New York
A line engraving of the city of Palmyra as it looked during the time of the restoration of the Gospel.

Joseph
and Lucy Smith left Tunbridge,

Massachusetts and settled in Palmyra,
New York. At this time there was a great reli-
gious revival. Joseph and Lucy's fourteen-
year-old son, Joseph Smith Jr., was con-
fused as to which church he should join.
While searching for help in the Bible, Joseph
read from James 1:5 the following:

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of
God. that giveth to all men liberally. and
upbraideth not. and it shall be given him.

Joseph decided to put this scripture to
the test. He walked into the nearby woods
(now called 'The Sacred Grove") on a beauti-

ful spring morning in 1820. In his e
words he tells of a remarkable vision t
followed:

After I had retired to the place where
had previously designed to go, having lookec
around me, and fmding myself alone,
kneeled down and began to offer up the
desires of my heart to God. I had scarcel)
done so, when immediately I was seized upar
by some power which entirely overcame me
and had such an astonishing influence ove1
me as to bind my tongue so that I could no1

speak. Thick darkness gathered around me
and it seemed to me for a time as if I wen
doomed to sudden destruction.

21
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The Sacred Grove

But, exerting all my powers to call upon
God to deliver me out of the power of this
enemy which had seized upon me, and at
the very moment when I was ready to sink
into despair and abandon myself to
destruction-not to an imaginary ruin. but
to the power of some actual being from the
unseen world, who had such marvelous
power as I had never before felt in any
being-just at this moment of great alarm,
I saw a pillar of light exactly over my head
above the brightness of the sun, which
descended graduallyuntil it fell upon me.

It no sooner appeared than I found
myself delivered from the enemy which
held me bound. When the lig:ht rested unnn

me I saw two personages. whose bright-
ness and glory defy all descripticn. stand-
ing above me in the air. One of them spake
unto me, calling my by name, a,d said-
pointing to the other- "This is my beloved
son. hear him. "

My object in going to the Lord was to
know which of all sects was right, and I

might know which to join. No sooner, there-
fore, did I get possession of myself so as to
be able to speak, than I asked the person-
ages who stood above me in the lifht, which
of all the sects was right-and which I

should join. I was answered that I must join
none of them, for they were all wrong-and
many other things did he say unto me,
which I cannot write at this time (Pearl of
Great Price Joseph Smith-Histor_v 1:15-18)

Three years later, in 1823, Angel Moroni
appeared to Joseph Smith Jr. Moroni was a
resurrected being who had inhabited the
Americas around 400 AD. He showed Joseph
some ancient records inscribed on sheets of
gold that were buried in the nearby Hill
Cumorah. With the Lord's help, Joseph
translated this record. It was published 26
March 1830 as the Book of Mormon.

Angel Moroni
(Millard E. Malin. Sr11/ntnr)



Hill Cumorah
Line engraving of Hill Cumorah as it was in 1851.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints was established agreeable to the laws
of the United States of America on 6 April
1830. The six young men who acted as
"trustees" in meeting the legal requirements
of the State of New York. relative to the
incorporation of a new religious society were

Joseph Smith Jr., Hyrum Smith, Oliver
Cowdery, Peter Whitmer Jr., Samuel H.
Smith, and David Whitmer.

Character of Hyrum Smith
In a letter written to his cousin Elias

Smith, 17 February 1836, Hyrum expresses
his testimony in a poetic manner that shows
his appreciationfor the beauties of nature:

When you lift your eyes to heaven, and
survey the works of creation around you,
what is so clear and undeniable, is that
there is a God, supremely excellent in
understandingwho inspires, moves, sup-
ports, and governs all nature.

Yes, look with the eye of faith and con-
sider the vast expanse of heaven and the
rapidity of its motion; either when studded
with stars by night or enlightened with the
sun by day; contemplate the Almighty
Hand which places them in their orbs, and
balances them in their movement. Yea, and
hf'hol how t f' s11 rf'Pulates the vear bv

its annual circuit, and how the moon
measures 'round a month by its increase.
its decline, and its total disappearance; the
constant vicissitudes of light and darkness
for the alternate separation of rest and
labour, for man to study wisdom and
obtain a divine acceptance; does not the
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standing variety of season presiding in

goodly order bear witness to its Divine
Authors? The spring with her flowers, the
summer with her harvest, the ripening
autumn with her grateful fruits, and the
moist winter are all equally necessary, and
all things abound in plenty for the use of
man, all things proceeding in their order,
governed by the Celestial laws of God; yes
a field of contemplation [for] the days of
past time and present and future,
(Summerhays 12)

In the Doctrine and Covenants 124: 15,
the Lord gives his estimate of Hyrum Smith:

And again, verily I say unto you,
blessed is my servant Hyrum Smith; for I,
the Lord, love him because of the integrity of
his heari, and because he loveth that which
is right before me, saith the Lord,

Hyrum guarded Joseph as tenderly as if
Joseph had been his son instead of his
younger brother. Joseph had the followingto

say about his older brother Hyn1m:
Brother Hyrum, what a faithful heart

you have got! Oh, may the Eternal Jehovah
crown eternal blessings upon your head,
as a reward for the care you have had for
my soul! O how many are the sorrows we

have shared together; and again we find
ourselves shackled with the unrelenting
hand of oppression. Hyrum, thy name
shall be written in the Book of the Law of
the Lord, for those who come after thee to
look upon, that they may pattern after thy
works. (JF Smith 68)

I could pray in my heart that all my
brethren were like unto my beloved broth-
er Hyrum,who possesses the mildness of a

lamb, and the integrity of a Job, and in
short, the meekness and humility of
Christ; and I love him with that love that is

stronger than death, for I never had occa-
sion to rebuke him, nor he me. (HC 2:338)

Hyrum's charity for others is revealed in
his counsel as follows:

We ought to be careful of what we say,
and take the example of Jesus; cast over
men the mantle of charity, and try to cover
their faults. We are made to enlighten and
not to darken one another; save men, not
destroy them. (HC 6:300)

Hyrum
The Lord bas called thee by that name, and by name be bas

blessed tbu. Thou bast borne tbc burdm and beat day; tbou

bast roiled bard and labored much for tbc good of tby father's family:
Thou bast been a stay ma? times to them and by diligence they

have often been sustained. Thou hast lcrocd thy fatb,:r's fami!J with

a pure luve, and has great/y desired their salvation.. bast alw?s

Hood by thy father and reached forth the helping band to lift him

up when be was in affliction ... Thou bast never fouahn bim, nor

laughed him to scorn. For all these kindnesses the Lord my God

will bless tbec. l nO'W ask? heaven!), Father, in tbc name of Jesus

Christ, to bless thee with the same blcuing witb whkh Jacob blessed

bis son Joseph; for tbou art bi5 true descend.ant thy posterity

shall be numbered with tbe house of Ephraim ... Thou ibalt be blessed

with the good tbíngs ofthis earth in rich abundance: The Lord will

multiply bis choice blessings upon thee and thy seed after thee, and

thou, with them, shalt have an inheritance in Zion. And tbry shall

possess it from generation to generation., and t':Y rnmu: sba/1 never

be blotted out from among the just, for the rigbtcotis shall rise up,

and also thy children after thee, and say thy mcrn<••ry is just, that

thou wcrt a just man and perfect ín thy day. Thy nimc is written

in heaven and thy salvation. scaled on high.
Patriarchal Blessing given through his father, Joseph Smit it Sr.

Kirtland, Ohio Move of the Smiths

The Saints were commanded to move to
Kirtland, Ohio from the Palmyra area in New
York in 1831. Lucy Mack Smith demonstrat-
ed great leadershipqualities when she was

chosen to lead a company of 80 Saints down
the Erie Canal by flatboat. It took five days
and was a nightmare, for most of the Saints
had not made adequate provisions for food
or warm clothing. At Buffalo, Saints from
the Colesville Branch were there also seek-
ing boat passage to Kirtland. The Saints
were stranded due to the ice-locked harbor.

VM

ThP irP w::is mr:1s11rrd a denth of 20 feet.
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The Colesville brethren warned Lucy's
group not to tell anyone they were Latter-
day Saints, for then they wouldn't find boat
or lodging. Lucy boldly spoke up: "I shall tell
people precisely who I am, and if you are
ashamed of Christ. you must not expect to
be prospered; and I shall wonder if we do not
get to Kirtland before you!"

Lucy's statement proved to be prophetic,
for through her faith and prayers. she found
passage for her group. While Lucy's beloved
Saints waited on the deck of their ship,
arguing and complaining loudly, her son
William rushed up and implored, "Mother.
do see the confusion yonder; won't you go
and put a stop to it!"

Lucy was not tall. but she regally
straightenedup and with fire in her icy blue
eyes, walked right into the noise and confu-
sion. Her voice rang out with authority as
she spoke:

Brethren and Sisters. we call ourselves
Saints, and profess to have come out from
the world for the purpose of serving God at
the expense of all earthly things: and will
you, at the very onset. subject the cause of
Christ to ridicule by your own unwise and
improper conduct? You profess to put your
trust in God, then how can you feel to mur-
mur and complain as you do! You are even
more unreasonable than the children of
Israel were; for here are my sisters pining
for their rocking chairs. and brethren for
whom I expected firmness and energy,
declare that they positively believe they
shall starve to death before they get to the
end of their journey. And why is it so? llave
any of you lacked? Have not I set food
before you every day. and made you, who
had not provided for yourselves. as wel-
come as my own children? Where is your
faith? Where is your confidence in God? ....

Now brethren and sisters. if you will all of
you raise your desires to heaven, that the
ice may be broken up, and we be set at lib-
erty, as sure as the Lord lives, it will be
done.

In a few minutes, Lucy·s faith was
rewarded as the ice miraculously parted
and the Saints sailed into Lake Erie. The
boat was so loaded that bystanders were
rf'rt;::iin it wo11lrl sin . So sure of this. thev

went to the newspaper office and published
the news that the Mormon boat had sunk
with all on board. Lucy and the Saints were
amused when they arrived in Fairport to
read in the papers the news of their own
deaths! (Payne, Ensign, November 1972)

Lucy Mack Smith was a woman who
stood firm in her convictions. Once when a

pastor named Ruggles twitted her, "And you
are the mother of that poor, foolish, silly boy,
Joe Smith, who pretended to translate the
Book of Mormon," she looked straight at the
Detroit clergyman with her icy blue, pene-
trating eyes, "I am, sir. the mother of Joseph
Smith, but why do you apply to him such
epithetsas those?"

"Because," the pastor chuckled, "that he
should imagine he was going to break down
all other churches with that simpleMormon
book."

"Did you ever read that book?"
"No. It is beneath my notice."
"But," persisted Mother Smith, "the

Scriptures say, 'Prove all things'; and now,
sir, let me tell you boldly, that the book con-
tains the everlastingGospel, and it was writ-
ten for the salvation of your soul, by the gift
and power of the Holy Ghost."

"Pooh! Nonsense!" the minister scoffed, "I
am not afraid of any member of my church
being led astray by such stuff. They have too
much intelligence."

"Now, Mr. Ruggles, mark my words: As
true as God lives, before three years, we will
have more than one-third of your church;

Lucy and Reverend Ruggles
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Kirtland Temple
First temple of the Restoration at Kirtland, Ohio. Here Jesus
1ppeared. as well as ancient prophets who restored the following
keys: Moses-gathering of Iseael; Elias-dispensation of the
Gospel of Abraham; and Elijah-sealing power.

and sir, whether you believe it or not, we will
take the very deacon, too!"

Pastor Ruggles learned to his chagrin
that whether or not Joseph Smith was a

prophet, Mrs. Smith was. Well within the
three-year limit, Mormon elders had con-
verted 70 members of the congregation-
including the deacon. ( Church News. Week
ending November 2, 1963)

In the spring of 1837 Mary, Joseph, and
Mercy Fielding all moved to Kirtland. By
mid-June, Mary was left alone in Kirtland
while Joseph served a mission in England;
Mercy married Robert B. Thompson and
accompanied him on his mission to Canada.

Excerptsfrom two letters written by Mary
fielding to her sister Mercy are reproduced
below. They are from original holographs
housed at the Historical Department of the
Church. The first letter tells of the outpour-
ing of the Spirit that the Saints experienced
in Kirtland.

Kirtland, July 8 [ 18]37
My Dear Sister
... You would hear what a glorious

meeting we had on ... Thursday.... On the
Sunday following we had a quiet comfort-
able waiting upon God in his House .... It

was truly gratifying to see the venera-

bl[e] Patriarch !Joseph Smith Sr.) with
his two aged Brothers in tne upper
stand and in the next. four of his Sons
with president Rigdon in their midst, all
I believe faithful servants of the living
God. Joseph & Llirum I know best and
love much. While I lookd at th?m all my
heart was drawn out in earnest prayer
to our heavenly Father in th,?ir behalf
and also for the Prophetice their aged
Mother [Lucy Mack Smith) whose eyes
are frequently baithed in tears when
she looks at, or speaks of them.

Our Thursday meeting \vas again
better than any former one. The hearts
of the people were melted and the Spirit
& power of God rested down upon us in
a remarkable manner. Many spake in
tongues & others prophesied & inter-
preted. It has been said by many who
have lived in Kirtland a great while that
such a time of love & refre5 hing has
never been known. Some of the Sisters
while engaged in conversing in tongue5

their countenances beaming 'Nith joy,
clasped each others hands & ki5sd in the
most affectionate manner. They were

describing in this way the love and felicity5
of the Celestial World. Altho the House o1

the Lord was more than half filld during
this time their were few dry faces. The
Bretheren as well as the Sister5 were all
melted down and we wept and praised God
together.

Some of the prophecies delivered in

toungs and interpretd were so great that I

cannot begin to describe them but I de
assure you Brother Hyrum Smith's predic-
tion that from that hour the Lord would
begin to bless his people has been verily
fulfild, I believe as do many others that
Angles were present with us. A biite light
shone across the House and rested upon
some of the congregation. What felt that
day seemd to out way [weigh) all i.he afflic-
tion and distress of mind I have sufferd
since I came here. We have a promise of a
still better meeting next Thurscay if we
humble ourselves as in the dust before the
Lord. This weill be our fast day. May the
promise be verifyd indeed ... (The remainder
of the letter is badly torn, and only parts oJ
sentences remain.)
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Although there were great spiritual man-
ifestations in Kirtland, there were also
severe spiritual trials as evidenced in this
next letter from Mary Fielding to Mercy F.
Thompson:

[ca. September l, 1837]

My dear Sister
.. .I do thank my heavenly Father for the

comfort and peace of mind I know enjoy in
the midst of all the confusion and perplex-
ity, and rageing of the devil against the
work of God in this place. For although
here is a great number of faithful precious
souls, yea the Salt of the Earth is here, yet
it may be truly called a place where Satan
has his seat. He is frequentlystering [stir-
ring] up some of the People to strife and
contention and dissatisfaction with things
they do not understand. I often have of late
been led to look back on the circumstances
of Korab and his company when they roase
up against Moses and Aaron. If you turn to
and read 16th Chap[ter] of Numbers you
will there find the feelings and conduct of
many of the People and even the Elders of
Israel in these days exactly described.
Wheather the Lord will comeout in a simi-
lar way or not I cannot tell. I sometimes
think it may be so, but I pray God to have
mercy upon us all and preserve us from
the power of the great enemy who knows
he has but a short time to work in.

We have had a terrible stir with
W[arre]n Parish the particulars of which I

cannot here give you at length. We are not
yet able to tell where it will end. I have been
made to tremble and quake before the Lord
and to call upon him with all my heart
almost day and night as many others have
done of late. I believe the voice of prayer
has sounded in the House of the Lord some

days from morning till night and it has
been by these means that we have hitherto
prevaild and it is by this means only that I

for one expect to prevaile. I feel more &
more convinced that it is through suffering
that we are to be made perfect and I have
already found it [to] have the effect of driv-
ing me nearer to the Lord and so has
become a great blessing to me. I have
sometimes of late been so filled with the
love of God and felt such a sense of his

favour as has made me rejoice abundantly
indeed, my lfoavenlyFather has been very
gracious unto me both temporally and
spiritually....

M.F.

This above letter reveals Mary's great tes-
timony, faith, and optimism in meeting chal-
lenges. Nearly four months later she will
marry Hyn1m Smith in the Kirtland Temple
and face the blessings and challenges of
becoming a wife to the Patriarch and an
instant mother to five small children.

Hyrum Smith
Born 9 February 1800 at Turnbridge. Vermont.
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Kirtland Temple

Mary Fielding and Hyrum Smith were married in the Kirtland Temple, 24 December 18:?7.
(Artwork by Vernon Murdock)
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HYRUM AND MARY

Hyrum Smith

Qrum Smith was first married to
UJerusha Barden. Their first two children
were born in Manchester, Ontario, New
York; the last three were born in Kirtland,
Geauga, Ohio.

Children of Hyrum and Jerusha:

Lovina Smith, 16 &ptember 1827

Mary Smith, 27 June 1829; died 29 May
1832

John Smith, 22 &ptember1832
Hynmt Smith Jr., 27 Aprtl 1834; died 25

&ptember 1841

Jerusha Smith, 13 January 1836
Sarah Smith, 2 October 1837

Hyrum and Jerusha were living in
Kirtland, Ohio at the time of Jerusha's
death. She died 13 October 1837 leavingthe

Mary Fielding Smith

following five small children: Lavina, ten;
John, five; Hyrum Jr., three; Jerusha, one

year and nine months; and newborn Sarah.
Joseph Smith Jr., realizing the necessity

of Hyrum's situation, informed Hyrum that
it was the will of the Lord that he marry
again and take as a wife a young English
convert living in Kirtland by the name of
Mary Fielding. (JF Smithl20)

A Very Merry Christmas
Descendant Don C. Corbett providedthe

following assessment of the revelation
Joseph Smith gave concerning the marriage
of his brother Hyrum to Mary Fielding:

In due course, and following his broth-
er's counsel, Hyrum sought the hand of the
lady whom it was providentiallyappointed
that he should marry. This unusual cir-
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cumstance, wherein the Lord revealed
whom a person should marry, has few par-
allels. Subsequent events were to prove the
rightness of Joseph's pronouncement in
behalf of his brother. Mary, definitely, was
the proper person for Hyrum. However, it
must not be assumed that the marriage
was one of convenience for either of them.
Hyrumwould not have wanted it that way.
Neither would Mary's fine sensitivity have
permitted it. [Mary was age 36). Marriage
was something she had looked forward to
for a long time and which she regarded as

very sacred. It had to have feeling and
heart meaning. Hyn1m was a handsome
man and Mary a lovely woman. His gentle-
manly and courtly proposal was the type
that she had always anticipated. It provid-
ed the basis of lasting affection between
them. (DC Corbett 44-5)
In the Kirtland Templeon the day before

Christmas 1837, the Prophet Joseph Smith
performedthe marriage of Hyrum and Mary.
The next day, Christmas in Hyrum's home,
was a special one. The children would have
the best of care again.

Children of Hyrum and Mary:
Joseph Fielding "Joseph F." Smith, born 13

Novemberl838, FarWesl Caldwell, Mi&'lDuri
MarthaAnnSmith, 14May 1841, Nauvoo,
HanCo'ock, Illinois

Smith Hospitality
Hannah Woodstock Grinnels lived in

the Hyrum Smith home and received her
board and room by assistingwith the care of
the Smith children. She was called "Aunty
Grinnels" or "Grandma Grinnels." and was

much loved and appreciated by the Smiths.
A handyman around the place v1as George
Mills, often referred to as "Old George." He
was not a Latter-daySaint, but this made no

difference to Hyrum and his family. ºOld
George" was among the first pioneers to
reach Utah. Hyrum possessed inclina-
tion to take in those who had nowhere else
to go or means of sustenance. Hyrum's
household included as many as 12 to 20 in
all. Out of pity he continually housed and
fed certain elderly and unemployableper-
sons. All the Smiths had this propensity.
(DC Corbett 44-5, 49; PH Corbet: 301)

Hyn1m's parents set this example, as

expressed by his mother Lucy Mack Smith:
How often I have parted every bed in

the house for accommodation of the
brethren, and then laid a single blanket on
the floor for my husband and myself while
Joseph and Emma slept upon the same
floor, with nothingbut their cloaks for both
bed and bedding. (LM Smith 231

Tintype ca. 1868
Joseph F. Smith, Martha Ann Smith Harris, Aunt Mercy Fielding Thompson,

and Marv Jane Thomnson fMercv·s daiwhtf'rl. rrn11rlPs11 rnmlP rnll Kinnl
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Smith Hospitality
(Artist Paul Mann, courtesy Ensign)
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(Collage by Phyllis C. Likes from Vernon Murdock's artwork.)
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MISSOURI MISERY

Losing Their Home
Initially distressed at losing her home. Lucy found strength
in her faith. "I now give it all up for the sake of Christ," she
said. "I will not cast one longing look upon anything which I

leave behind." (Artist Paul Mann. courtesy of Ensign)

£¡J fter several years in Kirtland, Ohio, the
(}oLSaints were again forced to move on. This
time they settled in Far West. Missouri. On
the journey from Kirtland to Far West. Lucy
Mack Smith describes the weather they
encountered, thus:

Sometimes we lay in our tents through
driving storm; at other times were traveling
on foot through marshes and quagmires.

i'illll'¡11
Once in particular, we lay all

11¡1
11 night exposed to the rain,

I¡'- which fell in torrents, so that
- when I arose in the morning, I

found my clothingwas perfect-
ly saturated with the rain.
However I could not mend the
weather by a change of dress,
for the rain was still falling
r;ci irllv. ;cinrl I wore mv e othes

in this situation, three days; in conse-

quence of which I took a severe cold, so
that when we arrived at the Mississippi
River, I was unable to walk or sit up. After
crossing the river, we stopped at a Negro
hut, a most unlovely place, yet the best
shelter we could find. This hut was the
birthplace of [my daughter] Catherine's
son, Alvin [Salisbury]. (LM Smith 251-2)
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ExECUTIVE OFFICE
STATE Of' M1aaOURI

.JU'f'ER.ON ClTY

WHEREAS, on October 27, 1838, the Governor of the State of
Missouri, Lilburn W. Boggs. issued an order calling for the
extermination or expulsion of Mormons from the State of Missouri;
and

WHBRBAS, Governor Boggs' order clearly contravened the
rights to life, liberty, property and religious freedom as

guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States, as well
as the Constitution of the State of Missouri; and

WHBRBAS, in this Bicentennial year as we reflect on our

nation's heritage, the exercise of religious freedom is without
question one of the basic tenets of our f-ree clemocratic republic;

NOW, THEREFORE, l, CHRISTOPHER S. BOND, Governor of the
State of Missouri, by virtue of the authority vested in mo by
the Constitution an? the laws of the State of Missouri, do
hereby order as follows:

Expressing on behalf of all Missourians our
deep regret for the injustice and undue
suffering whLc:h was caused by this 1838
order, I hereby rescind Executive Order
Nwaber 44 dated October 27-, 1838, issued
by Governor Lilburn W. Boggs.

IN \fITliESS WHERBOF:

ATTEST

I have hereunto set my hand and
caused to be affixed the great
seal of the State of Missouri in
the City of Jefferson on this
2?th day of June, 197?.
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Extermination Order
Life in Far West, Missouri became

unbearable for the Latter-daySaints. Finally
on 27 October 1838, Governor Lilburn W.
Boggs issued an extermination order, read-
ing in part, "The Mormons must be treated
as enemies, and must be exterminated or
driven from the state if necessary ....

" (In
1976, Governor Bond of Missouri rescinded
this extermination outrage.)

Then Hyrum and Joseph Smith were
arrested and scheduled to be shot in the
public square at Far West come the dawn.
Brigadier General Alexander W. Doniphan,a

man of honor, spoke
up and declared that
he would not shoot the
Mormon leaders, as he
considered it to be
cold-blooded murder. A
court-marital ordered
the prisoners to Jackson
County for execution.
Hyrum was allowed to
go home for clothing,
but was ordered to nei-
ther enter his home nor

speak with anyone of
his family under pain of death. He was given
two minutes to obtain clothing.His wife Mary
was nearly ready to deliver their first baby.

Hyrum:
I was obliged to submit to their tyran-

nical orders, however painful it was, with
my wife and children clinging to my arms
and to the skirts of my garments, and was
not permitted to utter to them a word of
consolation, and in a moment was hurried
away from them at the point of a bayonet.
(HC 3:415)

Alexander W. Doniphan
Man of integrity, the best
friend a Saint ever had.

Parley P. Pratt witnessed the above scene
at Hyrum's door:

As I returned from my house toward
the troops in the square, I halted with the
guard at the door of Hyrum Smith, and
heard the sobs and groans of his wife at his
parting words. She was then near confine-
ment; and needed more than ever the com-
fort and consolation of a husband's pres-
enre. (Pratt 190)

On 13 November 1838, a few days after
Hyrum Smith was marched away from his
door, his wife Mary gave birth to a son,
Joseph Fielding Smith. He was later
referred to as "Joseph F. Smith" to distin-
guishhim from his son who carried his same
name and went by the name of Joseph
Fielding Smith. Both men served as presi-
dents and prophets in the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Of her hardships at Far West. Mercy
FieldingThompson,stated the following:

To describe the suffering and priva-
ticms we endured while there would be past
my skill and would make this sketch too
lengthy. Some few things, however, I will
relate. My husband with many of the
brethren being threatened and pursued by
a mob fled into the wilderness in November
leaving me with an infant five-months old.
Three months" distressing suspense I

endured before I could get any intelligence
from him during which time I stayed with
my sister who having given birth to a son,
November 13 (while her husband was in
prison) she took a severe cold and was
unable to attend to her domestic duties for
many months. This caused much of the
care of her family, which was ve1y large to
rest upon me. Mobs were continually
threatening to massacre the inhabitants of
the city. At times I feared to lay my baby
down lest they would slay me and cause it
to suffer worse than death. (Thompson
Centennial letter)

Majesty in Chains
Instead of justice for the Saints who were

being dispossessed of their property and free-
doms, Hyrum, Joseph, and several of the
brethren were imprisoned in an old vacant
house in Richmond, Missouri. The guards
were allowed to torment and abuse the pris-
oners unmercifully.Vulgarand foulmouthed,
these base men kept up a torrent of oaths and
obscene jests to torment their Mormon cap-
tives. One night this filthy language reached
its zenith as the guards recounted deeds ol

murder and robbery committed against the
Saints. Parley P. Pratt could scarcely contain
himself. He lay next to the Prophet and knev.
hP wris riwri ke and as troubled as himself.
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Majestry in Chains
(by Vernon Murdock)

Suddenly Joseph stood on his feet and in a

voice of thunder exclaimed:
Silence, ye fiends of the infernal pit. In

the name of Jesus Christ I rebuke you, and
command you to be still; I will not live
another minute and hear such language.
Cease such talk, or you or I die this
instant. (Pratt 211)

Elder Pratt expressed the effect of that
speech on all the hearers:

He [Joseph] ceased to speak. He stood
erect in terrible majesty. Chained, and
without a weapon; calm, unruffled and dig-
nified as an angel, he looked upon the
quailing guards, whose weapons were low-
ered or dropped to the ground; whose
knees smote together, and who, shrinking
into a corner, or crouching at his feet,
begged his pardon, and remained quiet till
a change of guards.

I have seen ministers of justice, clothed
in magisterial robes, and criminals
arraigned before them, while life was sus-

pended on a breath, in the Courts of
England; I have witnessed a Congress in
solemn session to give laws to nations; I

have tried to conceive of kings, of royal
courts, of thrones and crowns; and of
emperors assembled to decide the fate of
kingdoms; but dignity and majesty have I

seen but once, as it stood in chains, at
midnight. in a dungeon in an obscure vil-
la11e of issm ri. f ratt 21 1)

Jailed at Liberty
A mockery of a trial was held with the

result being that Joseph Smith, Hyrum
Smith, Sidney Rigdon. Lyman ·wight, Caleb
Baldwin and Alexander McRae were locked
up in Liberty Jail, Clay County, Missouri.
When the prisoners asked the charge, they
were told, "Because you are Mormons."

Hyrum:
The next morning a large drove

up to the door, and a blacksmith came into
the house with some chains and handcuffs.
He said his orders were from the judge to
handcuff us and chain us together. He
informed us that the Judge had made out a

mittimus and sentenced us to jail for trea-
son. He also said the Judge had done this
that we might not get bail. He als,J said the
Judge declared his intention to keep us in

jail until all the "Mormons" were driven out
of the state. He also said that the had
further declared that if he let us out before
the "Mormons" had left the state, we would
not let them leave, and there would be
another ... fuss kicked up ... the blacksmith
proceeded and put the irons upon us, and
we were ordered into the wagon, and drove
off for Clay country. (HC 3:420)

Hyrum and his fellow prisoners were

exhibited along the way to the local inhabi-
tants-men, women, and children-as
curiosities, or as Hyrum phrased it, "as

thoughwe were elephantsor dromedaries or

sea hogs or some monstrous whale or sea

serpents," although, said he, "We have never

[yet] had our teeth examined like an old
horse .... (Summerhays 23)

Lyman O. Littlefield, a young Latter-day
Saint in the crowd wrote:

The prisoners left the wagon and imme-
diately ascended the south steps to the
platform, around which no banisters were
constructed. The door was open, and one

by one, the tall and well-proportioned
forms of the prisoners entered. The
Prophet Joseph was the last of the number
who lingered behind. He turned partly
around, with a slow and dignified move-

ment. and looked upon the multitude.
Then turning away, and, lifting his hat. he
said. in a distinct voice, "Good afternoon,
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Hyrum wrote in his diary an incident
which showed how the wicked shrink before
God's power:

While getting into the wagon which was
to convey us to our destination, four men
rushed upon us, and leveled their rifles at
us. seemingly, with the determination to
shoot us, but this was not permitted them
to do. no. their arms were unnerved, and
they dropped their pieces and slunk away.
While thus exposed I felt no tremor or
alarm. and I knew I was in the hands of
God. whose power was unlimited.
(Summerhays 28)
From the end of November 1838 to the

first part of April 1839, Liberty Jail was

Hyrum's place of confinement.
The jail was constructed of rock and

wood. The walls were of double construction.
The outer portion was stone and the inner
oak-hewn logs. The space between the two
walls was filled with loose rock, making the
total thickness about four feet total. The
overall size of the building was 22 feet wide
by 22 feet longby 14 feet high. The structure
was divided into two compartments, one
above and one below. The upper story was

Liberty Jail
A model cutaway of the interior of Liberty jail.

just over seven feet in height from floor to
ceiling and housed the jailer and his family.
The lower apartment or dungeonwhere the
prisoners dwelt was just less than six feet in
height. This meant that Hyrum and Joseph
who were about six feet two inches tall could
never stand up straight. This was very cniel
punishment indeed! In 1839. the average
height was shorter than it is today in the
twenty-first century. It has been suggested
that a man six feet two inches tall in 1839
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would be comparable to one six feet five
inches by today's standards. (Statement of

*
guide at LibertyJail, July 1999)

The dungeon chamber was smaller
than the rest of the building-only
about 14 feet square. The
dungeon ceiling was
constructed of logs
and overlaid with
rock to prevent
escape through the
upper compartment. The jail
had a trapdoorleadingdown into
the dungeonvia a ladder or a rope.
(Gentry 566-7) This was the only means of
entry or exit.

The Prophet Joseph Smith described the
conditions of LibertyJail as such:

We are kept under a strong guard night
and day. in a prison of double walls and
doors, proscribed in our liberty of con-
science; our food is scant, uniform, and
coarse: we have not the privilege of cooking
for ourselves. We have been compelled to
sleep on the floor with straw, and not blan-
kets sufficient to keep us warm; and when
we have a fire, we are obliged to have
almost constant smoke. The Judges have
gravely told us from time to time that they
knew we were innocent, and ought to be
liberated, but they dare not administer the
law unto us for fear of the mob. But if we

deny our religion, we can be liberated.
(Times and Seasons February 1840, 52)

A letter from Hyrum to his wife Mary
while in Liberty Jail, dated 16 March 1839

records the followingprcyer:
When I think of your trouble

my heart is weighed down with
sorrow. Then to think that I cannot

send you any assistance, it still adds
sorrow upon sorrow. But what can I

do or what can I say? O God, how long
shall we suffer these things'? Will not
thou deliver us and make us free?
Still thy will be done, O Lord. May
the Lord bless you and give you

strength to endure all these things-
O Lord God, wilt thou hear 1he prayer

of your servant? Wilt thou, O God, in the
name of thy Son, preserve the life and
health of my bosom companion, and may
she be precious in thy sight, and all the lit-
tle children. and all that is pertaining to my
family. Hasten the time when we shall meet
in each other's embrace, is the prayer of
your husband and friend. Hyn1m Smith.
(Summerhays 19)

A glimpse of the suffering endured by
Hyrum in LibertyJail is chronicled in a por-
tion of a letter written to his wife Mary on 19
March 1839:

God has said that he would deliver us
from the power of our enemies in His own
due time. We try to be as patient as possi-
ble. You must excuse my poor writing. my
nerves are somewhat affected, and my
hands are this evening quite swollen, and

[my] fingers are stiff and painful
with the rheumatism. Pray for us.

Pray for me. My prayer for you is
incessant. (Summerhays 20)

A short letter written 28
March 1839 also earned a three-
page poem by Robert Burns, not
included here:

Dear Companion. I feel to sit
down this morning to write to you
a few reflections of mine ... and
send them to you the first oppor-
tunity, for you to peruse them in
your lonely moments whilst I am
in prison.

It seems to me that man was
made to bear sorrow and grief in

of
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all his days if he will be saved in the world
to come. And all these oppressions by the
hands of his fellow man, although they are
of the same blood, descendants of the same

progenitor, yet their hands are unrelenting
when they get the advantage of one anoth-
er, and thus man causes his fellow man to
mourn.

Please excuse me for bad writing and
bad spelling, and also composition, for my
confinement is so painful to me that I can-
not write nor compose my mind.

Yours in the bonds of love, Hyrum
Smith. (Summerhays 22)

Recorded in Doctrine and Covenants
Section 121 is the followingquestion Joseph
Smith asked the Lord while incarcerated in
LibertyJail:

"O God where art thou, and where is the
pavilion that covereth thy hiding place?
How long shall thy hand be stayed, and
thine eye, yea thy pure eye behold from the
eternal heavens the wrongs of thy people
and of they servants, and thine ear be pen-
etrated with their cries?"

The Lord responded: "My son peace be
unto thy soul; thine adversity and thine
q[flictions shall be but a small moment; and
then, if thou endure it well, God shall exalt
thee on high; thou shalt triumphover all thy
foes."
A letter from Hyrum to Mary, dated the

same day [20 March 1839] as the revelation
in D&C 121, gives his religious convictions:

Our sufferings will only call to mind the
sufferings of the ancients. Daniel in the
lions' den, the Hebrew children that were
cast into the fire. or furnace, and the dep-
rivations of the saints when they (the ene-

mies) took joyfully at the spoiling of goods
at the time of the persecution at
Jerusalem, when the Saints were scattered
from that place. After these troubles leave
us, they will fall upon the world, and they
must perish, without hope, whilst we have
a hope of everlasting life. We shall have joy
when they have naught but sorrow, if we
fail not in hearkening to the strict word of
God. For he hath said that he will make a
full end of all nations whither he has driv-
Pn Isrnf>I. Rut a remnant shall be saved-

but a few, we may say. will be saved. We
are frail mortals, worms of the dust. But
remember that the grace of God is suffi-
cient for us. (Summerhays 21)

Hyrum Smith later wrote of his trials in
liberty Jail:

[In the fall of 1838, I was imprisoned
with my brethren] for about six
months ... and suffered much for want of
proper food, and from the nauseous cell in
which I was confined .... How inadequate is

language to express the feelings of my
mind, knowing that I was innocent of
crime, and that I had been dragged from
my family at a time, when my assistance
was most needed; that I had been abused
and thrust into a dungeon, and confined
for months on account of my faith, and the
"testimony of Jesus Christ." However I

thank God that I felt a determination to
die, rather than deny the things which my
eyes had seen, which my hands had han-
dled, and which I had bore testimony to .. .I
can assure my beloved brethren that I was
enabled to bear as strong a testimony.
when nothingbut death presented itself. as
ever I did in my life .... I yet feel a determi-
nation to do the will of God, in spite of per-
secutions, imprisonments or death.
(Hyrum Smith, "Communications," Times
and Seasons 1:23, 1839)

While Hyrum was jailed at Liberty, some

ruffians barged into his home, ransacking
and plundering. Joseph F. Smith records
this near-death incident forced upon him
soon after his birth:

I being an infant, and lying on the bed,
another bed being on the floor was entirely
overlooked by the family (my mother being
very sick, the care of me devolved upon my
Aunt Mercy and others of the family, during
the fight and excitement.) So, when the mob
entered the room where I was, the bed on
the floor was thrown on the other, com-

pletely smothering me up, and here I was

permitted to remain until after the excite-
ment subsided. When thought of. and dis-
covered, my existence was supposed to have
come to an end; but subsequent events
have proved their supposition wrong, how-
ever. well founded. íJF Smith 124)
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Mary's Visit to Hyrum
The ordeal at Far West nearly cost Mary

her life. She became very weak and ill. In
this condition she felt she must visit her
husband Hyrum at Liberty Jail and allow
him to see their new son. Mercy, eight-
month-old Mary Jane Thompson,Mary, and
three-month-old Joseph F.
all journeyed to the jail. In
February of 1839 a bed was

placed in a wagon. Mary rest-
ed upon it. Forty miles of ,+,;¡j?.-..:..
frozen, rocky road lay ahead. 1

As the two sisters with their
infants entered the foul dun-

!??;?c?l:ih?::;;:;ai?l.
raspy hinges. The prison
guards locked them up in
that dark and dismal den fit
only for criminals of the
deepest dye.

Hyn1m's new son, whom
he saw for the first time, was

the center of attention. Both
babies gladdened the hearts of the prisoners.

Don C. Corbett, great-grandsonwrote:

About the first of February 1839 by the
request of her husband, my sister was

placed on a bed in a wagon and taken on a

journey of about 40 miles to visit him in

prison, her infant son Joseph F. then being
about 11 weeks old. The weath.er being
extremely cold, we suffered much on the
journey. We arrived at the pris'.>n in the

evening. We were admitted
and the doors closed upon
us. A night never to be forgot-
ten. A sleepless night. I

nursed the darling babes and
in the morning prepared to
start for home with my afflict-
ed sister, and as long as

memory lasts will 1·emain in

my recollection the i,queaking
hinges of that door which
closed upon the noolest men
on earth. Who can imagine
our feelings as we traveled
homeward, but would I sell
the honor bestowed upon me
for being locked up in Jail
with such characters for
gold? No! No! (Thompson
Centennial letter)

Mary and infant son traveled 40 miles
in extreme weather to visit Hyrum in

Liberty jail. (By Vernon Murdock)

The reunion of Mary and Hyrum Smith
within the walls of Liberty Jail carried with
it an element of heroic drama .... The wrong
gesture on the part of a prisoner could
cause a finger to tighten on a trigger. The
Jail's stale odor left its impact on the sens-
es to linger in memory. The absence of light
was heavy like the evil that held sway. The
prisoners in their fetid surroundings lan-
guished in cramped quarters not dissimilar
to the dungeons under the arenas where
the early Christians awaited death at the
hands of the Romans. This was the setting
in which Hyrum and Mary met.. .. [Mary's]
life had nearly ebbed away. Yet. heroically,
she made the supreme effort to see her
husband once more even if it should cost
her, her life. The visit was the tonic that
Mary needed .... It had been truly a happy
reunion. (DC Corbett 87)

Mercy Fielding Thompson recorded the
Y P 0Pn<' t 11?·

Hyrum Smith gave the following evalua-
tion of his suffering and damages sustained
in Missouri:

In the meantime my familywere suffer-
ing every privation. Our enemies carried off
nearly everythingof value, until my family
was left destitute. My wife had been but
recently confined and had to suffer more
than tongue can describe; and then in
common with the rest of the people had to
move, in the month of February, a distance
of 200 miles, in order to escape further per-
secution and injury.

The loss of property which I sustained
in the state of Missouri would amount to
several thousand dollars; and om: hund¾td
thousands dollars would be no considera-
tion for what I have suffered from priva-
tion-from my life being continually
sought-and all accumulated suffering I

have been subject to. (HC 3:373-4)

[For the detailed affidavit by Hyrum
Smith concerning affairs in Missouri 1831 -

39 as o ic'allv subscribed to before the
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Municipal Court of Nauvoo the first day of
July 1843, see History of the Church by
Joseph Smith Jr., volume 3, pages 404-424.]

Escape from Liberty Jail
In April, after languishing in Liberty Jail

for months, a farcical court took place in
Daviess County. The circuit judge was

Esquire Birth, a man from the jury that had
sentenced the prisoners to death. Members
of the grand jury were all at the massacre at
Haun's Mill where unarmed Mormons were
shot to death by a mob. Judge Birch made
no attempt to prevent abuse of the prison-
ers, and said within their hearing, that there
was no law for the Mormons in the State of
Missouri. After ten days of pseudo-court
proceedings, the prisoners were indicted for
false charges of "treason, murder, arson, lar-
ceny, theft, and stealing."

The prisoners .then asked for a change of
venue from Daviess to Marion County. They
were refused. For some unknown reason,
the court allowed them to change to Boone
County. Judge Birch made out a mittimus
without date, name, or place. They outfitted
them with a wagon, horses and four men, in
addition to the sheriff who acted as guard.

Hyrum told of the escape:
We started on our journey to Boone

County, and traveled on the road about 20
miles distance. There we bought a jug of
whiskey, with which we treated the compa-
ny and while there the sheriff showed us
the mittimus before referred to without
date of signature, and said that Judge
Birch told him never to carry us to Boone
County, and never to show the mittimus,
"And," said he, "I shall take a good drink of
grog, and go to bed, you may do as you
have a mind to." The judicial authorities
were forced by public opinion to hold a
make-believe court, knowing the prisoners
were innocent, but defied the citizens in
allowing the prisoners to escape. (PH
Corbett 21 O)

Some of the Saints had given up hope of
ever seeing Hyrum and Joseph again-but
not their families, not their mother. Mother
Lucy Mack Smith told Brothers Partridge

and Morley that she would see her sons
before the following night. The Spirit had
whisperedthis assurance to Mother Smith.
That night Lucy Smith had a more sure
manifestation, as described in these words:

After falling asleep that night I saw my
sons in vision. They were on the prairie
traveling and seemed very tired and hun-
gry. They had but one horse. I saw them
stop and tie him to a stump of a burnt
sapling, then lie down on the ground to
rest themselves, and they looked so pale
and faint that it distressed me. I sprang up
and said to my husband, "Oh, Mr. Smith, I

can see Joseph and Hyrum and they are so
weak they can hardly stand. Now they are
lying on the cold ground asleep. Oh, how I

wish that I could give them something to
eat!"

Mr. Smith begged me to be quiet, say-
ing that I was nervous; but it was impossi-
ble for me to rest-they were still before my
eyes-I saw them lie there full two hours,
then one of them went away to get some-

thing to eat, but not succeeding, they trav-
eled on. This time Hyrum rode and Joseph
walked by his side, holding himself up by
the stirrup leather. I saw him reel with
weakness, but could render him no assis-
tance. My soul was grieved; I rose from my
bed and spent the remainder of the night in
walking the floor. (LM Smith 273-4;
PH Corbett 214-5)
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A Good Drink of Grog
And the prisoners escaped. (By Vernon Murdock)
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Map of Church History in Eastern United States
(By Vernon Murdock)

True to Lucy Mack Smith's prophecy,
Hyrum and Joseph did appear home the
next day for a joyful and grateful reunion
with their families.

Flight to Illinois

The Saints fled to the Illinois bank of the
Mississippi River. Lucy Mack Smith chroni-
cled some of the conditions encountered on

the harrowing trip from Far West, Missouri
to Quincy, Illinois. She tells of a kind man

who did all he could to help them, as they
stopped overnightwith him.

Lucy Mack Smith:
After spending the night with this good

man, we proceeded on our journey,
although it continued raining, for we were

obliged to travel through mud and rain to

Fleeing Missouri
This represents the thousands of Saints who were forced to flee Missouri for refuge in Illinois.

(Bu Vernon Murdock/
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avoid being detained by high water. When
we came within six miles of the Mississippi
River, the weather grew colder, and, in the
place of rain we had snow and hail: and the
ground between us and the river was so
low that a person on foot would sink in
over his ankles at every step, yet we were
all of us forced to walk, or rather wade, the
whole six miles.

On reaching the Mississippi, we found
that we could not cross that night, nor yet
find a shelter, for many Saints were there
before us, waiting to go over into Quincy.
The snow was now six inches deep and still
falling. We made our beds upon it and went
to rest with what comfort we might under
such circumstances. The next morning our
beds were covered with snow and such of
the bedding under which we lay was
frozen. We arose and tried to light a fire,
but, finding it impossible, we resigned our-
selves to our comfortless situation. (LM
Smith 296- 7)

Two months after Mary arrived in
Quincy, Illinois, Hyrum and the other pris-
oners joined them. As previouslymentioned,
they had been permitted by the guards to
escape while being transferred to another
county. Mary's health had improved, but
Hyrum needed nurturing back to health
after five months confinement in that formi-
dable d f!eo .

Hyrum's diary reveals a glimpse of his
sufferingat Liberty Jail and of his resolve to
serve the Lord at all costs:

From my close and long confinement,
as well as from the sufferings of my mind,
I feel my body greatly broke down and
debilitated, my frame has received a shock
from which it will take a long time to recov-
er: yet, I am happy to say my zeal for the
cause of God, and my courage in defense of
the truth, are as great as ever. "My heart is
fixed," and I yet feel a determination to do
the will of god, in spite of persecutions,
imprisonments or death: I can say with
Paul "none of these things move me, so
that I may finish my course with joy."
(Summerhays 31)

Excerpts from a letter Mary wrote in
1839 to her brother Joseph Fielding, who
was serving a mission in England, follow:

I have, to be sure, been called to drink
of the bitter cup: but you know my beloved
brother, this makes the sweet sweeter.

You have, I suppose, heard of the
imprisonment of my dear husband, with
his brother, Joseph, Elder Rigdon, and oth-
ers, who were kept from us nearly six
month: and I suppose no one felt the
painful effects of their confinement more
than myself. I was left in a way that called
for the exercise of all the courage and grace
I possessed. My husband was taken from
me by an armed force, at a time when I

needed, in a particular manner, the kind-
est care and attention of such a friend,
instead of which, the care of a large family
was suddenly and unexpectedly left upon
myself, and in a few days after, my dear lit-
tle Joseph F. was added to the number.
Shortly after his birth l took a severe cold,
which brought on chills and fevers: this,
together with the anxiety of mind I had to
endure, threatened to bring me to the gates
of death. I was at least four months entire-
ly unable to take any care either of myself
or child; but the Lord was merciful in so
ordering things that my dear sister could
be with me. Her child was five months old
when mine was born: so she had strength
given her to nurse them both.

You will also have heard of our being
driven as a people, from the State, and
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from our homes; this happened during my
sickness, and I had to be removed more

than 200 miles, chiefly on my bed. I suf-
fered much on my journey; but in three or

four weeks after we arrtved in Illinois, I

began to mend, and my health is now as

good as ever. It is now little more than a
month sinee the Lord, in his marvelous
power, returned my dear husband, with
the rest of the brethren, to their families, in
tolerable health. We are now living in
Commerce, on the bank of the great
Mississippi River. The situation is very
pleasant; you would be much pleased to
see it. liow long we may be permitted to

enjoy it I know not; but the Lord knows
what is best for us. I feel but little concern
about where I am, if I can keep my mind
staid upon God; for, you know in this there
is perfect peace. I believe the Lord is over-

ruling all things for our good. I suppose our
enemies look upon us with astonishment
and disappointment.. .. As for myself, I can

truly say, that I would not give up the
prospect of Latter-day glory for al that glit-
ters in this world.

O, My dear brother, I must tell you, for
your comfort, that my hope is full and it is

a glorious hope; and though I have been
left for near six months in wido"vhood, in
the time of great affliction, and \?as called
to take joyfully or otherwise, the spoiling of
almost all our goods, in the absence of my
husband, and all unlawfully, just for the
gospel's sake (for the judge himself
declared that he was kept in prtson for no

other reason than because he was a friend
to his brother), yet I do not feel in the least
discouraged.... here I am perfectly satisfied
and happy, having not the smallest desire
to go one step backward ....

The more I see of the deali of our

Heavenly Father with us as a p?ople, the
more I am constrained to rejoice that I was
ever made acquainted with the everlasting
covenant.. .. (JF Smith.143-6)
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Maid of Iowa
(By Vernon Murdock)

Tht> Saints of a voo owned this steamboat.
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