
Afton Felt 
2264 North 390 East Provo, Utah 84604  
August 1, 1992 
 

Dear Varge and Ethel, 

 

We want to share in your Fiftieth Wedding celebration. Since we can't drop by to congratulate you 

personally, we want to share a few memories that are dear to us. 

 

When Paul received the assignment to be the director of the Institute of 

Religion at the University of Alberta, we had to look at map to find 

Edmonton. We took our journey in an International Van pulling a 

trailer for this land northward.  

 

When we reached the Canadian Border, going through Customs and on 

the trip up the Edmonton Trail, we found a warmth and a caring of all 

the people we met. This continued when we had settled our trailer and went house hunting. 

 

Do you remember our first meeting? We do. We had looked at a home next to you and when the 

lady learned that we were Mormon's she invited us back to dinner a few days later. Meantime we 

found a home we could move right into and we purchased it. Your neighbors still wanted us to come 

over and meet you and your family we accepted their kind invitation.  

 

We had arrived when you walked.in, and Varge greeted us first then Ethel, with a Cigarette in one 

hand and a cup of coffee in the other. We immediately liked both of you. We had a lovey dinner and 

a  visit; then when Varge and Paul went off to a Missionary meeting and suggested that I bring our 

children over to your home while they were gone. 

 

After more than two hours I was getting irritated at being left so long with someone I had just met 

me. I needed to take our children and go home but they had taken our car and, the house key and I 

wondered how I would be able to get in the house. 

 

I remembered seeing a basement window ajar and told Ethel I 

needed to go home. I am sure you were also relived, for seven 

children, with our four and your three were a hand full.  

 

We lived close enough to walk and Paul Jr easily went through the 

window and we were home.  

 

Little did I know that you had felt that you couldn't be the perfect 

Mormon woman and wouldn't consider joining the Church.  

 

You were active in the Branch. For instance, you suggested when 

Branch was doing some building that a room for mothers of babies 

could have a crib to lay the baby down and have a bottle for the 

baby.  

 

As I remember, you volunteered to stay in this nursery that had a 

Editor’s Note: 

 



double deck cribs. Because of your suggestion,  I might add, you were assigned you to attend to the 

little ones during Sacrament Meeting in the evening and Sunday School in the Morning 

 

Then here comes a Mormon woman who gets irritated at her husband and puts her child through a 

window to get in their home. You could see that a person didn't need to be perfect, 

 

We were thrilled when you decided to be baptized. The whole Branch was there, each loving you 

and happy for you. 

 

We became best friends. Our memories of Edmonton are around the Gilchrists, Square dancing, 

New years Eve's Boxing Day and a hat making that Ethel and Afton took ,and the many things we 

did as couples together. The Bennets, the Stewarts, The McMullins, The Jenson's, The Pitcher's and 

our special Branch Pres Tanner. There are so many more that we haven' mentioned. 

 

Watching Danny learn to ice skate on your flooded 

back yard pushing a little chair, going to the skating 

rink with our children at the park in the evenings, 

where our children learned to ice skate and the fun 

family outings we shared there. 

 

When we Came to Utah at the end of the school year 

at the University, our second year there, the children 

and I came down with Paul in April so he could finish 

his Masters Degree at the University of Utah.  

 

You had just had a beautiful baby boy, a child who had been so wanted and loved. We received the 

news of his death and called you. I will always remember your saying: “It is so hard to smile on the 

outside, when your heart is breaking on the inside” 

 

We mourned with you. 

 

Paul was transferred that summer and this was made easier for us when we received word that Varge 

had also been transferred. You would go to Eastern Canada and we would go to Southern Utah 

 

We have been happy for the few times you have visited us and we have been brought up to date on 

your family. We cherish our friendship and hope this your Wedding anniversary is a very special day 

for you and your family and are grateful for being invited to join you on this wonderful day. 

 

Love ya, 

 

 

(signed)  Paul and Afton 




